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£10,000 CAN MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE

BY ALY WALSH

Is there something you could do that would make a difference to people's lives in Derbyshire - but you have never had the money to turn the idea into a reality? 

If that is the case, then we might be able to help out.

The Evening Telegraph has teamed up with health and accident insurance company Combined Insurance to launch the second round of our Make It Happen awards.

A share of a £10,000 prize pool will be given to individuals, groups and charities with a plan which will benefit their communities.

Enthusiasm, a project which works with about 1,500 youngsters in Allenton and Osmaston, is one of the organisations which could benefit from the awards.

Chief executive Joseph Russo said that the charity would love to have a pot of money to take youngsters on cultural trips. He said: "For many of the kids we work with, their world is Allenton and they have very little expectations of life.

"We'd like to take them to places such as Edinburgh, London or Manchester, just so they can see things that are part of British culture which they would never dream of seeing.

"We could take them on a plane to Edinburgh. Some of the kids have never even thought of flying.

"Our aim is to broaden their horizons and raise their aspirations."

James Robinson (14), of Addison Road, Allenton, has been involved in Enthusiasm programmes over the last two years.

He said that the furthest from Derby he had ever travelled was to Nottingham.

"I'd love to go away," he said. "I'd like to go to London and go on the London Eye or on a plane to Edinburgh.

"Going on a plane would be a massive thing in my life."

In the first round of Make it Happen, which was launched in July 2003, 16 winners were chosen.


This time, people might just need a small sum, such as £50, to make their idea become a reality, or they could need a more substantial sum, say £1,000, to make their dream come true.

Ideas might be considered run-of-the-mill, like improving a community centre, or they could be more ambitious. The vital criteria is that it will improve the lives of people in Derbyshire.


A panel of judges will select the best ideas and the winners will be presented with their prizes at a ceremony later this year.

The prize fund has been provided by accident and health insurance company Combined Insurance.

Managing director Clive Robinson said: "We're delighted to run Make It Happen again in Derby. When we ran it two years ago, it was a huge success."










